[Prognostic criteria and clinical prerequisites of curative therapy of esophageal cancer by radiotherapy alone (author's transl)].
Survey of 289 patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus treated solely by irradiation between 1961 and 1973. All patients fit for radiotherapy -- uniformly without further selection -- received a local dose of at least 6500 rads. This resulted in a 18% one year survival rate; only one patient lived more than five years. All patients were compared using different criteria to correlate the initial findings at the time of diagnosis with the type of therapy and the prognosis. Three treatment plans were established according to the initial clinical findings: a) palliative therapy, b) locally curative therapy and c) radical curative therapy. The treatment plan which seems to show the best results consists of preoperative irradiation with adjuvant chemotherapy followed by surgical removal of the tumor. This plan should be pursued in all appropriate patients.